Eastern DRN FSF allocation 2011-12

The National Institute of Health Research Flexibility and Sustainability Funding (NIHR FSF) was developed to attract, develop and retain the research workforce necessary for delivering high-quality research.

For the financial year 2011/12 the Eastern Region Diabetes Research Network (DRN) was allocated £90,081 for applications for FSF from researchers working on NIHR-eligible studies.

This was dispersed to research teams (see details below) working on diabetes studies in member Trusts across Eastern England; one application was declined because the applicant was already supported by North East London DRN. The total of all applications received and accepted by Eastern Region DRN was £92,742.35 – which exceeded our FSF allocation by £2,661.35. This excess was covered by Eastern DRN funds.
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	FSF Highlights

	£90,081 in FSF allocated for 2011/12

	£92,742.35 allocated by Eastern DRN to research teams across Eastern England: excess covered by Eastern DRN funds

	Beneficiaries included study teams in Norwich, Cambridge, West Suffolk, Stevenage and Ipswich 

	More than 15 NIHR Portfolio studies supported


Replacement for FSF

The Department of Health has announced that FSF will be replaced from April 2012 with a new scheme called Research Capability Funding (RCF).

RCF will be allocated to research-active NHS organisations and NIHR Clinical Research Networks for their local research networks. Under RCF, permitted uses of the funding will be widened.

2011/12 allocations
£4,500 allocated to fund administrative support for the ADDRESS2, DRN 362 and Detemir Glargine portfolio studies at James Paget University Hospital, Great Yarmouth.

£9,023.35 allocated to fund research-nurse maternity cover at Cambridge University Hospitals, working on the Genetics of Diabetic Nephropathy (NFS DRN 085) and Adolescent Type 1 Diabetes Intervention Trail (AdDIT DRN 068) study activity

£5,537 to fund a research associate at Norfolk & Norwich University Hospitals, working on the DIPSat project, a four-year study funded by Diabetes UK.
£17,771 to fund maternity cover for a diabetes specialist research nurse at the Ipswich Hospital.

£3,381 to fund a diabetes administrator at the Ipswich Hospital.
£8,376 to fund a research facilitator at the Ipswich Hospital.
£5,506 to fund a specialist registrar at the Ipswich Hospital.
All four of these posts worked on the following Portfolio studies: DRN 570, DRN 331, DRN 220, DRN 345, an extension to LDI Flare UK CRN 4067, D-Gap, ADDRESS2, and DRN 528 HEEL.
£16,851 allocated to fund a clinical trial administrator in the Department of Paediatrics, University of Cambridge, supporting a number of NIHR Portfolio studies including AdDIT, Detemir Glargine, the Nephropathy Family Study (NFS) and D-Gap. 

£14,490 allocated to fund administrative and nursing support at West Suffolk Hospital working on Detemir Glargine, DRN 512 and ADDRESS2.
£7,307 allocated to fund nurse cover for annual leave at the Lister Hospital, Stevenage, working on DRN 394, DRN 220, DRN 537, DRN 512, DRN 305 and DRN 542.
